
'Jovf"'r~1or Lut:1er ]odc~es 
RDleigh 
! orth 8 r rol~~na 

Dear '"":over'l.or Hodges: 

:.:~rrcn_) ... l, 1960 
"'ox ljlU 
~ast ~arolina :olle~e 

::Jreenville, l,. C. 

I h-ould l.:.ke to re~ister my distress and &'1xiety at the turn 
rncent events have ts.ken in 1Jortn Carolina . The fact tnat r\.e,:-roes 
nave to strue~le to a0hieve tneir constitutional rights is ridiculous . 
~·i ot on 1 y this, it is abnorrent uO tr10S8 of US lJI~O truly believe 
' 1 '111 men are created ec..~tlal •.... a.1.d en'-' ov eu. wi tn ce:ct,a .. ~n ina llPnable 
ri ~nts , amonz -v,'"licb :·re life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." 

I am a nalive . ._Jorth Carol:ini::m, and I uncierstar:. mucn of v 1at lies 
behind the prejud-i_ce of th~se peo1)le--iunorance , pure an:1 simple . 
:·ell , this is to be understood <-:~nd even tolerated to r: cer tai::1 exc,ent 
b·':)ca:1se e~:.lcn ._-,eneration becomes !I:ore educ.qted and enlizhte;led . 

However , ti:H~ rr>al cause for distress comes vvb.en men 1:-luch as 
yourself, who hold responsible I_,osi t,ior~ t,ake narrow- m -Lnded views 
based on expediency . You peale have left the ett1ical yards-cick 
behind and are tninK:in:~ only of poli Li · al exr.Jed ieHcy . 

I v.o:-~·lPr if you 'nave re8Cl e:i t 1er 'fne ind of ne South by .~ •• J . 
·~ ·~s t1 ;:;!l' The Seeds of '.:ime by Henry Sav a ·;e? if not , I believe you 
-~-. ould .I' in-: then 1.-rovocati ve a d enlichtenin:, readin~; . 

Ho:tie,er , AS well as ~)eing "'overnor of our state and .., man who 
r1olJs a ;'osition sur)_'oselly connected vli011 the la.J of trlf~ 1 nd, you 
of course have your Olltf\ op-:_nion as an individual citizr:n .( <'ve, if 
it js thaL nothint; stL.J1~Ll be allmved wn·ich V10ulcJ interfere vith 
co:;nmerce, as you advoc ::te"' in your press confe1·ence of . ard\. 9, 1;;60.) 

_;_1 :L~ -riw;s rne Lc the r8al O'J~(~ction :r 1ave to your ~olicies . 

! feel that you l1ave no ri ·l-1t to Jict1.te to the various colleges that 
they tell their students to 1"efrain ·from takinc part in peaceful 
de1:1ostrations on behalf of c5_vil r~. ;nts . ( ::J.lso from tht?. press con
ference of · arc{l9 , 1960, I l'eel t11is '"o be an in frin.::::e .. en t of our 
civil liJert ies • . \e are citizens of t.e UniLed States 1nd LDC 

C:onst_'__tution (vnich believe it or not , is the lav of tile lane) _;uar 
;:mtees the r:i 3hts of its ,~eorJLe to f.cceu.om of speech ano peacef 11 
as~3ernbly . 

If the adult leaders o.!..' state -were les~-; bi:;oLed and narrow
minded, the sluclents would not be :)laced in a si tuat.::i on w11ere by 
merely t,ryin~ Lo pre L.erve t11eir inte _:ri ty, tney are nisrepresented 
as a~iLators . _or you see, tnere hoppen to be a fe-,_,·~ oi us ·;,vho 
believe that all men are brotuers and t,hat the principal trtiu~ vw.i_ch 
::;nri5t-rw.d to say -v:as "Love all mankind". 'e happen to believe in 
tne :Jcleals expressed in our Declaration of lndPpendence 2nd our 
r~onstiLution . e bel:eve in tne HAmerican Dream" and w:;.nt to _,_ake it. 
a reality . 

nesides this A.Spect of -cne issue 0 acR.aemic freP.dom . Instruct.,
in~; students as to why, ·wd~n , I' nen=> ani over whg_t t.hey rl~Y peacefully 
deMonstrate is in direct op}osition to any sembl.o.nce or acnuern'i c 
freedom . 
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